
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION 

On 15th August 2018 Independence Day was celebrated. Sri Lakshminarayana, Hon’ble Treasurer, VV 
Sangha hoisted the tri colour flag and spoke on fight for independence in India. Head of sister 
Institutions were present in this occasion. 

        

Addressing the student community Sri Lakshminarayana spoke of India’s Freedom Struggle. In 
ancient times, people from all over the world were keen to come to India. The Persians followed by 
the Iranians and Parsis immigrated to India. Then came the Moghuls and they too settled down 
permanently in India. Chengis Khan, the Mongolian, invaded and looted India many times. Alexander 
the Great too, came to conquer India but went back after a battle with Porus. He-en Tsang from China 
came in pursuit of knowledge and to visit the ancient Indian universities of Nalanda and Takshila. 
Columbus wanted to come to India, but instead landed on the shores of America. Vasco da Gama from 
Portugal came to trade his country's goods in return for Indian spices. The French came and 
established their colonies in India. 

Lastly, the Britishers came and ruled over India for nearly 200 years. After the battle of Plassey in 
1757, the British achieved political power in India. And their paramountcy was established during the 
tenure of Lord Dalhousie, who became the Governor- General in 1848. He annexed Punjab, Peshawar 
and the Pathan tribes in the north-west of India. And by 1856, the British conquest and its authority 
were firmly established. And while the British power gained its heights during the middle of the 19th 
century, the discontent of the local rulers, the peasantry, the intellectuals, common masses as also of 
the soldiers who became unemployed due to the disbanding of the armies of various states that were 
annexed by the British, became widespread. This soon broke out into a revolt which assumed the 
dimensions of the 1857 Mutiny. The decades following the Rebellion were a period of growing 
political awareness, the manifestation of Indian public opinion and the emergence of Indian leadership 
at both national and provincial levels. Dadabhai Naoroji formed the East India Association 



and Surendranath Banerjee founded the Indian National Association in 1876. Inspired by a suggestion 
made by A.O. Hume, a retired Scottish civil servant, seventy-two Indian delegates met in Bombay  
and founded the Indian National Congress. The influence of World War II was one of the most 
significant factors in accelerating Indian independence, and the independence of many British and 
non-British colonies. In the period 1945–1965, decolonization led to more than three dozen countries 
getting freedom from their colonial powers. Many factors contributed to the downfall of the British 
Empire. 

On 3 June 1947, Viscount Louis Mountbatten, the last British Governor-General of India, announced 
the partitioning of British India into India and Pakistan. With the speedy passage of the Indian 
Independence Act 1947 on 14 August 1947 Pakistan was declared a separate nation. Then at on 15 
August 1947 India became a sovereign and democratic nation.  

Concluding his speech he said we should understand the freedom struggle first if we have to 
understand India. The sacrifices and struggle of various people should be remembered always not just 
on Independence Day because it is the basis of our today, our survival and our life. 

The programme concluded with the vote of thanks proposed by the host. 


