
Sarvodaya Mela 

 

Sarvodaya Mela was organized from 10th February 2019 to 12th February 2019 at Sri 

Subramanya kalyana mantapa, Srirangapatna. On 12th February 2019, all law students 

participated in the event. About 110 students and 9 faculties participated in the last day 

programme. Swami Shanthivrathanadaji, Ramakrishna Ashram, Mysuru addressing the students 

spoke on Gandhi and Education system in India. Gandhi was humanist, shall we say from the 

first moment of his self-consciousness. He firmly believed that the goodness of the individual 

formed the constituent part of the goodness of the society. Like John Ruskin, he considered 

‘man’ is the most important to bring a peaceful and harmonious society. He says, “The 

individual is the one supreme consideration.” “Man is neither mere intellect, nor the gross 

animal body, nor the heart or soul alone. A proper and harmonious combination of all the three 

is required for making of the whole man and constitutes the true economics of education.” His 

concept of political system is closely connected with education. In a good political system, there 

must be the element of goodness necessarily present in every man. There is the need of a proper 

education system to the individuals in order to bring out such element of goodness. He talks 

about education is more comprehensive than that of the literal meaning. He says, “By education I 

mean an all-round drawing out of the best in child and man–body mind and spirit. Literacy is not 

the end of education not even the beginning. It is one of the means whereby man and women can 

be educated. Literacy in itself is no education.” 

 
He thought that education is closely associated with the socio-economic development of the 

society. He took up scheme for basic education in which vocational training or work experience 

is the utmost important. It is due to the fact that it stimulates the human mind for creative 

thinking or dignity of manual labour. He thought that such creative thinking should be taken up 

from primary to higher level education. His view on basic education is greatly influenced by his 

philosophy of satya (truth), ahimsa (non-violence), firm belief in God, dignity of labour.  In 

terms of discipline. It is regarded as one of the most important parts and parcels of education. 

Without discipline, the sound education system is impossible. It is a quality that one’s self can 

lead to the regulation of one’s intellectual, moral, spiritual and social behaviour. It is stated that 

the goal of education consists of character-building. Such character-building requires the moral, 



intellectual and social behaviour under all circumstances i.e., strength of personality, the virtue 

of compassion, kindness, fair-mindedness and the spirit of dedication. Gandhi strongly holds that 

education is not end in itself but it is the most powerful weapon which creates all persons of 

genuine characters. There is degeneration of education when the qualities of truthfulness, 

firmness, tolerance are absence from it. True education is life process which helps in cultivating 

the spirit of co-operation, tolerance, public spirit and a sense of responsibility. All these qualities 

are considered as disciplines for the development of human personality. Such disciplines can 

create the harmonious balance between the individuals and social aim of education. His principle 

of ‘learning by doing’ tries to stimulate the individual’s mind to think creatively, independently 

and critically. His great emphasis on work-culture to the students from the primary stage to 

higher stage is to enable the students to start producing from the time he started his training. So, 

his primary information of basic education is Head, Heart and Hand rather than Reading, Writing 

and Arithmetic. 

 

 

 
Further he said that education is essential for the attainment of the goal of peace. It can be 

attained only through morality and ethics. According to Gandhi, education is the realization of 

the best in man - body, soul and spirit. He maintained that education must be based on ethics and 



morality. Ethics and morality are integral to Gandhi’s life. All his thoughts, actions and speeches 

are based on these two concepts. From the ethical perspective, education may be considered as a 

means of attainment of salvation. It helps to the path of the complete peace. Peace is the absence 

of violence and hostile thought. As a daily practitioner of non-violence, Gandhi right from his 

earlier stage considered that non-violence is an indivisible, important and essential part of 

education. We cannot be separated education from ethics, morality and spiritualism. For this 

purpose Gandhi has given some rules for all students so as to ensure that morality and 

righteousness always be considered as an essential part of their education. Regarding this, such 

rules can make to right thinking, self-control, service to the society, respect to others and 

constant awareness for their duties and responsibilities. 

Questions were raised by students on reservation system in education which was clearly 

answered by swamiji. The programme was followed by lunch for all the faculty and students.  

 

 

 

 


